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Execurive DEPARTMENT, 
City of Austin, Dec 30th, 1841. $ 


To the Honorable the Senate F 
and House of Representatives ` «9 


I aveul myself of an early, opportunity to lay before the Eon: 
gress, for its consideration and action, the accompanying informe 
ticn transmitted to me from the Department of War. It hcssome 
bearing upon our relations with Mexico, and may bg of considere 
able importance. go 

If these statements be correct, thers ean ke no doubt-that they 
are designed as preparatory to some movemen’ against 'Texat=— 
Mexico, in my opinion, (relying upon the current intelligence of 

-the day,) has at no time, since the year 1836, been m a sithation 

‘so favorable for annoying us, as at the present moment. n 
If we should be invaded by Mexico, (and I re a demonstra- 
tion as most probabie,) 1 would recommend that Congress em- 
wer the Executive to procure (if in our present depressed*can- 
ition it be. possible,) as many Paixhan cannon as would be ab- 
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Bavs 1 bguery aghe ntrance ot eech of those bay s 
E E a | to be ag Si orenn the entrance of the 
enemy, should they.0 the tiavðbarmemeut, whieh, at wontd 
seem, 18 not without reasonable probability 1 regard the tortifica- 
tion of those two points as important to the salety of the country, 
in the eyent of any movement of the enemy They will notin 
vade us, unless they rre assured they possess dee ded naval sn- 
penorty In that event we should Le prepared for every annoy- 
ance which they may be capable of mafheting uponus Ther 

commendation is made with due rezal to car poende? eond: 
tion The possesion of Galveston word be an obrt of pr'na 
ry importance with the eneny aud a comparatively trabus ex 
ense would be sufficient to render any attempt of the kiud tut 

ess 

On the subject of the naval agency. I wou'd miae one remork 
—and that is, that I have always resarded aud stul r rard the du- 
tes of executive and disbursing cfieers dir ety opposite im their 


: character , and whenever ANT d hey are cab wated to 


produce confusion They cease to op rate ase herks upon eich 
other, and preseut every induceruent to the mdivirdviai so en. 
ployed to practise fraud and peculation upon the Governnn nt, to 
an amount much greater than would pay salaries to prone, om 
cers necessarily employed, who would operate ay cheos upon 
each other. The practice and experience of all Govanments go 
to clearly demonstrate these facts and itis no niatter wh ther 
they are monarchical or republican 

| In relation to the proposition to tit out the Zavala bv Yucatan, 
Layorld most especially recommend that we have nothing farther 
to da with that Stave. a> F regard it in no other hight than as the 
theatre of insurrectionary movemerits, sumulated by motives of 

onal policy, and terminating in a short-lived and bloodless 

revolution, the ulterior designs of which, when developed. we 
may have ample reason to regret. I regard all foreign alliances 
as-Wholly unnecessary te the prosperity of the Texian nation. 

“Phe other suggestions of the comtnunicaton from the’Depatt- 
mént of War are presetite in a manner sufficiently explicit to 
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supercede the necessity of any farther remark from the Etxecn- 
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Drpartwenr oF WAR AND NAYY,? 
Deemb r 22. 15{1 \ 
To his Exeevleney Sav Hot stor, 
Poosehert tate Repeal of Teras 

By ros oma oar last evens destin bes wore received from 
Com adom E W M or eommorda 2 Texas Navy. dated the 
Brao preteen eonsisung of the Sioopot-War Aus- 
ue. dt. St + ory Noa ER nord and San Antonio ready for 
sera tas Ye gay sae cating 

HP ano comm miats tothe Deport nt the letters of Colonel 
Peraza and of the Hon Scermtov ot War and Navy of Yucatan, 
that of the former edvising hin. cfa further advance of five thom 
sand ~ x bursir-d Codars by the Government of Yucatan, and 
thet te oor coir + that a futher sum. making the whele 

n'h eut thorsend doilars, will be placed 

in tie Lauds at I Broniove, ther Consul at New-Orieans 
subject to the order of Commodore Moore, as speedily as possible 
We are further informed Ly letters from the U States that the 
Mexican Government have now building at New-York two brig- 
schooners, of about 170 tons burthen, and to carry seven gums 
each and in England two iron steam :s These vessels will, no 
doubt, carry oze or more hem! cannon or Paxhan gars, and the 
request of Com Moore fullows for the same ordnance, two for 
the ship, two for the Zavaia two for the Wharton (brig) and oge 
for each schooner Indeed. from the improvement im this ord- 
nance. would seem necessary that they be provided that eur 
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vessels may be able efzetually tq compete with that of the exemiy. ” 


The Government of Yueetan hes ozered to furnish the means 
for fitting out the Zavala, andthe dry deck at New-Orieans can 
be procured for the purpose of overhauling her. ; = 
The seamen slupped in March last, for the purpose of : 
the Schooner San Bernarly—when the Hon. Indge Wetb was. 
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cent to Mexica,—hove not, as yet, keen paid their wages, or any 


partelit, The cileers are equotly in want, having recived no” 
pay enee trattime. , 27 
in the redcetisueltha navy, under en act passed! ISth Jan. 1841, 
o> 2, p 4 eam ha o Tr 
ofice of the naval ccant codnaval store-keeper was abclished, and 
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the duties impescd npor the Cemmander of the Nary. I wish’ = 


to call the attention of your Excellency ts the utter impocsibi ni 
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“be constantly before hia, Ås a matter of mecessity, 
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upon to do the duties pertaining ta one'on ‘shore or in the navy- 


yard. Omn mee Is imperative by the act of Congress, but 
not within the power of the officer. Meny objections would 
arise even if the Com-2mier of the navy was requived to remain 
in port. The responsibility of so mmy daties es would devolve ` 
upea kim would be too great, and temptaticn to de wrong would. 
I would re- 
speetfully recommend the appointment of naval agent aud naval 
stare-lkeerer. ; 

‘These duties have been, in fact, performed by Mr. James W. 
Mere, cader the direction ef the Commiedsre; cud from the ob- 
servation I was enabled to make during the last sammer, 1 be 
lieve him to be fully competent. i 

Commodore Moore reports Midshinmen Duke Foullmer, re- 
cently protusted from the Son Bernard by the late administration, 
-83 “boy who can neither reat nor writs ;” corsequently totally 
unqualified to fill thatstation. lawat your Exce'lency’s order 
for kis dismissal from service. Í 
F have the honor to be, 
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